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	NATIONAL STRATEGIES AND POLICIES IMPACTING THE ECD SECTOR
	STRATEGY AND PLANS OVERVIEW

	Policy for Early Childhood Development, 1996
	Development Pilot Project for rolling out a universal reception year (GR R)

	National Programme of Action for Children in South Africa, 1996
	This programme priorities nutrition; child health; water and sanitation; early childhood education and basic education; social welfare development; leisure and cultural activities; and child protection measures for all children. The plans goal is the expansion of early childhood development activities, including low-cost family- and community-based interventions.

	White Paper on Social Welfare, 1997
	This paper guides welfare and social development provisions in South Africa and particularly called for a national integrated early childhood development strategy and inter-sectoral programme in collaboration with other Government departments, civil society and the private sector; and for appropriate early childhood development services to young children under five. It recognised that early childhood development services also constitute a social investment in a healthy and able nation

	White Paper 5 on Early Childhood Development, 2001
	It links early childhood development services, child well-being, school achievement, and cognitive and other development domains, and commits to addressing inequitable provisioning of early childhood development programmes and remediation of the fragmentary early childhood development legislative and Policy framework.

	White Paper 6 on Inclusive Education, 2001
	Establishes procedures for early identification and interventions for children with disabilities as well as for addressing barriers to learning in the education system, including the foundation phase (Grades R to 3).

	National Integrated Plan for Early Childhood Development 2005–2010 (NIPECD)
	The first national multi-sectoral plan of action for the realisation of a comprehensive package of early childhood development services. Services contemplated include birth registration; child and maternal health; nutrition; immunisation; referral services for health and social services; early learning programmes; and water and sanitation. The NIPECD was rooted in integrated planning and delivery of early childhood development services.

	Children’s Act No. 38 of 2005, April 2010
	Provides a comprehensive child protection framework for South Africa, which includes a dedicated chapter (6) on early childhood development. It obligates the development of a comprehensive national strategy aimed at securing a properly resourced, coordinated and managed early childhood development system, giving due consideration to children with disabilities and chronic illnesses.

	National Plan of Action for Children (NPAC) in South Africa 2012–2017
	Provides a holistic framework for the integration of all policies and plans developed by government departments and civil society to promote the wellbeing of children. It includes a dedicated chapter on early childhood development with the goal of ensuring universal access to effective, integrated, quality early childhood development interventions for children from birth to school-going age.



